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The First International Conference of 
Parapsychological Studies 


This number of the ParapsyCHoLoGy 
BuLLetin has been delayed somewhat in 
order that we may publish an account 
of the First International Conference of 
Parapsychological Studies, which took 
place in Holland during the first week 
in August. The meeting, sponsored by 
the Parapsychology Foundation, was held 
at the University of Utrecht, an institu- 
tion whose proud history as a center of 
impartial research has been further en- 
hanced during the past year by the 
establishment there of a permanent Chair 
in parapsychology, the first in this field 
to be created, 

There have been “international con- 
gresses of psychical research” in the past: 
at Copenhagen in 1921; at Warsaw in 
1923; at Paris in 1927; at Athens in 
1930; and at Oslo in 1935. Although 
the early congresses were attended by 
scientists of the highest distinction, their 
membership was open to the public and 
their program was devoted for the most 
part to reporting and discussing non- 
experimental observations and material. 

The Utrecht meeting was organized 
with different objectives in mind, and its 
program and its accomplishments reflect 
the extensive changes and advances which 
have been taking place in parapsychology. 
Attendance was by invitation only, since 
this was not to be a general conference, 
but rather a gathering of specialists, ex- 
perts in various sections of the field, 
whose purpose would be to “review the 
situation of parapsychology in 1953, 
examine the research findings, and con- 
sider the possibilities of future coopera- 
tive research planning.” If the conference 
was a successful one, it was hoped it 
would lead to other conferences, some 
even smaller and more specialized than 
the one at Utrecht and others more gen- 


eral and open to a wide membership. 
Since the final judgment regarding the 
value of the conference rests in a real 
sense with the members of the public 
whose interest in the research sustains 
parapsychology, a brief general account 
of the meetings will be of interest to 
BULLETIN readers. 

The opening session was attended by 
approximately sixty-five conference mem- 
bers and over fifty invited guests, in- 
cluding the members of the Dutch Hon- 
orary Committee for the Utrecht Con- 
ference (Prof. Dr. V. J. Koningsbergen, 
Rector Magnificus of the University of 
Utrecht University; and Dr. A. Plesman, 
of the Province of Utrecht; Jhr. Dr. 
C. J. A. de Ranitz, Mayor of the Town 
of Utrecht; Dr. G. A, W. ter Pelkwijk, 
President of the Curatorium of the 
Utrecht University; and Dr. A, Plesman, 
President-Director of K. L. M. Airlines ). 
The guests also included representatives 
of the Dutch Ministries of Education and 
of Public Health, the U. S. Embassy, 
the German Embassy, and the British 
Council; also the Director of the Cabinet 
of H. M. the Queen of the Netherlands. 

There were welcoming speeches by Dr. 
Pelkwijk, Prof. Dr. H. Th. Fischer, 
President of the Dutch Society for 
Psychical Research, and brief remarks by 
Prof. Hans Bender, and Mr. Gabriel 
Marcel, The meeting was addressed by 
Dr. Gardner Murphy, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Conference ; 
Mrs. Eileen Garrett, President of Para- 
psychology Foundation, Inc.; the 
Hon. Frances P. Bolton, member of the 
U. S. Congress and Vice-President of 
the Board of Trustees of Parapsychology 
Foundation, Inc. After this formal open- 
ing, the conference was devoted to a week 
of intensive work in closed meetings. 


By a vote of the membership it was 
agree to restrict publication of the pro- 
ceedings for the time being to the follow- 
ing short summary given here as it was 
approved by the conference. A commit- 


tee was appointed to consider the question 
of publication in detail of the work of 
the conference at some future time. 


Summary Report to the First 
International Conference of 
Parapsychological Studies 

The first International Conference of 
Parapsychological Studies met at the 
University of Utrecht, Netherlands, from 
July 30 to August 5, 1953.  Sixty- 
three members, drawn from F4 national- 
ities, and comprised largely of physicists, 
chemists, biologists, psychologists, sociol- 
ogists, physicians, engineers, and mathe- 
maticians, met to consider problems which 
arise in the investigation of types of 
purported communication between in- 
dividuals which are not explicable in 
terms of any known form of contact 
through the sense organs, and types of 
contact between individuals and _ their 
physical environments which are not 
explicable in terms of contemporary 
physics and biology-processes designated 
generically as psi-gamma_ (paranormal 
cognition) and psi-kappa (paranormal 
action upon bodies not in physical con- 
tact with the individual), Such proc- 
esses are often entitled “telepathy,” 
“clairvoyance,” “‘psychokinesis,” ete. 

After preliminary sessions delimiting 
the field of enquiry, four working groups 
were established: the first dealing with 
quantitative experimental studies of the 
various classes of paranormal activity, 
including studies of the physical and 
physiological aspects of paranormal phe- 
nomena; the second with interpretation 
of material gathered in the practice of 
psychiatry; the third with qualitative and 
spontaneous (not experimentally con- 
trolled) phenomena; and the fourth with 
the psychological study of those persons 
who appear to display a relatively large 
amount of paranormal sensitivity (‘“‘spe- 
cial sensitives”). Fifty-seven papers were 
presented in all. 


Attention was given to the establish- 
ment and maintenance of _ scientific 
standards, the development of appropriate 
experimental and quantitative methods, 
the devices for discovering specially 
sensitive individuals, and the most profit- 
able ways in which to combine and extend 
the concepts and methods of the various 
sciences in an attempt to understand more 
fully the relations between the living 
organism and the environment. The 
various scientific groups, assisted by men 
working in the philosophy of science, 
discussed the possibility of developing a 
theory sufficiently comprehensive to give 
some sort of order to the variety of 
phenomena described. 

While most of the problems have been 
investigated for many years by individual 
scientists and by societies for psychical 
research, the spread of interest among 
scientists has been notable in recent years ; 
and a primary activity of the Conference, 
beyond the authentication of various 
classes of facts, was the effort to de- 
velop a scientific program to deal with 
all types of unknown relations between 
individual and environment, whether at 
present classifiable or not. 

There was, for example, marked in- 
terest in the problems of unexplained or 
“unorthodox” healing (recoveries from 
disease transcending the present concepts 
of psychosomatic medicine); and a 
medical committee was established and 
empowered to take the first steps towards 
the organization of a Research Center for 
the investigation and interpretation of 
such phenomena, 

While most of the research workers 
in the field of parapsychology are known 
to one another through the technical 
journals, the opportunity to meet for a 
week under University auspices with the 
financial support of the Parapsychology 
Foundation of New York marked an im- 
portant forward step in understanding 
across the barriers of nationality, lan- 
guage, and professional specialization. 

The Conference established a Secre- 
tariat and a Publication Center at the 
University of Utrecht, and a series of 
Committees charged with arranging sub- 


k- 


sequent meetings of specialized groups; 
for example, the physicists and engineers 
among the groups to meet with other 
physical scientists to share the experi- 
mental problems presented at the meet- 
ing, the psychiatrists to meet with other 
psychiatrists, ete. 


* * * * * * 


The success of an intensive group ef- 
fort like the Utrecht meeting is to a great 
extent dependent on the practical details 
of organization. The extraordinarily 
complex needs of this diverse group were 
in the hands of Dr. Michel VPobers, 
Executive Director of the Parapsychol- 
ogy Foundation, who was appointed 
General Secretary of the Conference, and 
of Mr. Robert Amadou (France) and 
Mr. N. George Zorab (Holland), his 
assistants. Under their management, the 
various sub-groups were assigned sep- 
arate meeting places in the university 
but were brought together in large 
plenary sessions for discussions which 
were of interest to the members as a 
whole. Speakers were asked to submit 
their papers well in advance of the meet- 
ings. These were mimeographed and a 
complete set was supplied to each con- 
ference member. Thus the number of 
papers to be read could be limited and, 
having had opportunity in advance to 
assimilate the material, the members 
could proceed immediately to a discussion 
of the work. 

The difficulty of language barriers was 
overcome by a corps of translators and 
technicians who relayed the discussions 
in three languages (French, German, and 
English) through earphones attached to 
the members’ desks. 

In spite of the aftermath of the war, 
hotel facilities were found close to the 
University for all delegates. The Dutch 
Reception Committee and their wives 
helped the visitors, whenever time al- 
lowed, to become acquainted with the 
Dutch customs, traditions, countryside, 
art, and products. A reception was ar- 
ranged at Utrecht’s Central Museum, and 
an “apéritif d'honneur” at the Univer- 
sity. A Sunday bus tour included visits 


to the town of Amersfoort, the Queen's 
palace, art exhibits in Amsterdam, and 
lunch at the Castle of Hooge Vuursche. 

The “Who's Who” of conference mem- 
bers distributed at the meetings gave the 
following names: 

Mrs. E. W. Allison (U. S.), Mr. 
Robert Amadou (France), Dr. Helmut 
Baitsch (Germany), Prof. Dr. Hans 
Bender (Germany), Dr. John Bjorkhem 
(Sweden), Dr. Gotthard Booth (U. S.), 
Mr. George Spencer-Brown (England), 
Dr. Hilde Bruch (U. S.), Mr. J. G. Van 
Busschbach (Holland), Dr. Wilfried 
Daim (Austria), Mrs, Laura Dale 
(U. S.), Dr. E. J. Dingwall (England), 
Dr. Jacques Donnars (France), Dr. Jan 
Ehrenwald (U. S.), Dr. Jule Eisenbud 
(U.S.), Prof. H. Th. Fischer (Holland), 
Mr. Antony G. N. Flew (Scotland), 
Mr. Haakon Forwald (Sweden), Prof. 
Dr. Gebhard Frei (Switzerland), Mr. 


Jean Gebser (Switzerland), Dr. W. H. 
Gillespie (England), Mrs. K. M. Goldney 
(England), Dr. Hornell Hart (U. S.), 
Prof. Dr. Gustav Hartlaub (Germany ), 
Prof. Dr. Peter Hohenwarter (Austria), 
Dr. Betty M. Humphrey (U. 5.), Mr. 


S. David Kahn (U. S.), Dr. J. Kappers 
(Holland), Dr. W. Kat (Holland), Mr. 
R. Kherumian (France), Dr. Ir. J. M. J. 
Kooy (Holland), Prof. Sven Krohn 
(Finland), Dr. William Mackenzie 
(Italy), Mr. A. Mak (Holland), Mr. 
Gabriel Marcel (France), Dr. Marcel 
Martiny (France), Dr. R. A. MeCon- 
nell (U, S.), Dr. J. A. M. Meerloo 
(U.S.), Dr. C. A. Meier (Switzerland), 
Prof. Dr. Heinrich Meng (Switzerland), 
Mr. A. M. J. Mitchell (England), Mr. 
Cc. W. K. Mundle (Scotland), Dr. 
Gardner Murphy (U. S.), Dr. H. 
Musaph (Holland), Mr. J. Fraser Nicol 
(U.S.), Mr. Edward Osborn (England), 
Mr. F. Claude Palmer (England), Mr. 
Denys Parsons (England), Prof. Dr. 
C. A. van Peursen (Holland), Dr. 
Johannes J. Poortman (Holland), Mrs. 
Dorothy H. Pope (U. S.), Prof. H. H., 
Price (England), Dr. Wolf D. Rasch 
(Germany), Mr. William G. Roll (Eng- 
land), Dr. Louis Rose (England), Prof. 
Dr. Karl Saller (Germany), Mr. W. H. 
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Salter (England), Prof. Dr. Hans 
Schaefer (Germany), Dr. Gertrude 
Schmeidler (U. S.), Prof. Dr. Emilio 
Servadio (Italy), Mr. Aage Slomann 
(Denmark), Dr. S. G. Soal (England), 
Prof. Stefano Somogyi (Italy), Prof. Ugo 
Spirito (Italy), Prof. F. J. M. Stratton 
(England), Mr.René Sudre( France), Prof. 
W. H. C. Tenhaeff (Holland), Dr. R. H. 
Thouless (England), Dr. G. G. M. 
Tjaden (Holland), Prof. Dr. S. W. 
Tromp (Holland), Dr. Montague Ull- 
man (U. S.), Prof. Dr. Hubert Urban 
(Austria), Dr. Paul Vasse (France), 
Mrs. Paul Vasse (France), Dr. Gerda 
Walther (Germany), Mr. René Warcol- 
lier (France), Dr. Gerhard Wasserman 
(England), Dr. Thorstein Wereide 
(Norway), Dr, D. J. West (England), 
Dr. Joseph Wust (Germany), Mr. G. 
Zorab (Holland). 


General News 

Another university has recently estab- 
lished a small center of research in para- 
psychology. Dr. Gerhard Wasserman of 
King’s College, University of Durham, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, re- 
ceived a small grant from his college for 
experimental work in this field. 


Dr. Robert H. Thouless, experimental 
psychologist of Cambridge University, 
has received a Fulbright award which will 
enable him to spend three months in re- 
search at the Parapsychology Laboratory 
of Duke University and to do a series of 


lectures. Dr. Thouless will arrive early 
in September. 


The Rev. C. Drayton Thomas died in 
England on July 9. Mr. Drayton 
Thomas’ principal interest during many 
years of activity in this field was in 
mediumship. The two best-known books 
that he wrote were Some New Evidence 
for Human Survival and Life Beyond 
Death with Evidence in which accounts 
were given of sittings with the medium, 
Mrs. Osborne Leonard. The most dis- 
tinctive features of these studies were 
the methods that emerged: the “book 


tests” and the “newspaper tests.” In the 
book tests events in the life of the sitter 
(that is, the person seeking information 
through the medium). were identified 
with items on a page of a designated 
book located in a certain library, In the 
newspaper tests a personal event con- 
nected with the sitter or with the de- 
ceased communicator was identified with 
a news item to appear in a London paper 
of the following day. These methods 
were in themselves innovations and were 
purportedly originated by two of the 
communicators, Mr. Drayton Thomas’ 
deceased father and sister. 


Books 


Connections between parapsychology 
and other fields have been discussed in 
a widely diverse group of new books. 
The first one, from the field of medical 
biology, is not strictly “new,” as it was 
published three years ago but received 
little or no reviewing and consequently 
did not receive the attention it deserves. 
This is Boris Sokoloff’s Science and the 
Purpose of Life (Creative Age Press). 
It is a scientific attack on materialism 
from a broad biological and parapsycho- 
logical foundation. Probably no book in 
recent years that has not been expressly 
a book on parapsychology has presented 
so broad and effective a review of the 
researches of this field. 

In a very different area, the practice 
of dowsing for underground water, there 
is a new book by Kenneth Roberts en- 
titled The Seventh Sense (Doubleday ), 
sequel to Henry Gross and His Divining 
Rod. Mr. Roberts, in this book, steered 
clear of any express connection with 
scientific studies and theories. It is a 
report of practical application of dows- 
ing. 

A new book in the field of religion is 
the Rev. Arthur A. Rouner’s MWVhen a 
Man Prays (Revell), which draws heav- 
ily upon the experimental work in para- 
psychology for a substantiation of the 
mental principles that are assumed to be 
operating in prayer. 
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